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Key Stage 2 National Curriculum Expectations 

Pupils should be taught to:  
-listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding   
-explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words  
-engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of others; seek clarification and help*  
-speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures  
-develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases*  
-present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences*  
-read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing – 
appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language  
-broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a 
dictionary  
-write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas clearly – 
describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing Languages – key stage 2 3  
-understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of 
high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from or are similar 
to English. 



 

 

Intent 

The Purpose; getting ready for the future: We aim to instil a love of language learning within children, encouraging them to decode new vocabulary and 

preparing them for the future. To value the ability to be able to speak another language and learn about another culture in our diverse school community. 

To embed key skills at the beginning of Key Stage 2 on which to build upon year on year. 

Developing Independence; a love of learning, meaningful relationships with subject and others: For children to become confident with speaking, listening, 

reading, writing, grammar, language learning strategies and cultural references. Develop resilience in language learning as well as enjoyment of it through a 

challenging scheme of work. Acquire language learning strategies for memorisation and retrieval as well as for listening, reading, and understanding. 

Develop the skill of how to use a bi-lingual dictionary to decode unfamiliar language. 

Impact; Challenge and Mastery: Be able to manipulate language to speak or write sentences creatively using prior knowledge of grammar and 

key features; with and without a dictionary. Children will learn to appreciate and be able to copy the sound of the language at text level through 

songs, stories, and rhymes. Have a deeper understanding of cultural differences and similarities Demonstrate substantial progress in learning 

French and work towards or meet the targets of the KS2 Programme of Study for Languages. 

 Promote enquiring minds and metacognition: In year 3, the children begin French by learning about the basics such as greetings, colour, shape 

and size, numbers, class room vocabulary then progressing onto science and animal chains. All these subjects are taught in a fun hands-on way 

using puppets and other resources. This allows the children to learn about what is around them before moving on later to more abstract ideas 

such as the water cycle and space. Children are encouraged to use the French they have learned at other times during the school day and week 

to embed the new knowledge. 

 A context for learning: Pupils are exposed to a range of high-quality educational experiences. At St John’s we have the benefit of parents and 

children from a range of diverse backgrounds who can speak many other languages. We are planning a French Day later in the Summer which 

will give the children the opportunity to delve into French culture to a greater depth by experiencing French music, art, mime, food, and many 

other links with additional subjects. 

Implementation 



 The lesson plans are designed to be 30 minutes in length for Years 3/4 and 45 minutes in length for Years 5/6. There are follow-up activities to 
each lesson to increase the exposure time in a week The lessons are designed to be progressive and build on prior learning, moving from word 
to sentence level. The lesson plans include ideas for support for the less able and to extend the more able. The lesson activities are challenging, 
varied and interactive and develop listening, reading, speaking, and writing skills. Key skills such as reading and writing are used when recording 
learning and accessing new and key information, both in English and French. Oracy skills are practised throughout French lessons, providing 
opportunities for pupils to discuss and share ideas in the form of group work, class conversations and hot seating. 
 

Impact 

 Teachers ensure good progression is maintained through monitoring assessment on Target Tracker in line with National standards. Pupils 
understand the importance and have the confidence of being able to communicate with non-English-speaking citizens. Pupils feel confident 
about learning to speak a foreign language and will often take their learning out of the classroom, showing their enjoyment and passion for the 
subject. Pupils learn everyday vocabulary that is relevant to them (e.g., school, sports, hobbies, family and animals) which means that they can 
understand and relate to the subject matter, and they are able to voice opinions, likes and dislikes. Pupils show their ambition for learning to 
speak a foreign language by their constant curiosity and quest to find, use and understand new vocabulary. To ensure children have the tools in 
place and are motivated to take on new challenges. To enhance the impact on intercultural understanding and enjoyment and to experience a 
memorable occasion a French day is planned for late Summer. 
 

 

St John’s use a Kapow Scheme of work for MFL 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


