
 

 

Journey through our Music Curriculum   

 
Level Expected at the End of EYFS 

 

  

Key Stage 1 National Curriculum Expectations Key Stage 2 National Curriculum Expectations 

Pupils should be taught to:  
-use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking 
chants and rhymes.  
-play tuned and untuned instruments musically.  
-listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and 
recorded music. 

Pupils should be taught to: 
-play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing 
musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression.  
-improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related 
dimensions of music. 
- listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory. 
-use and understand staff and other musical notations. 



 
 

.  

 

 

Intent 

The Purpose; getting ready for the future: Pupils will experience a wide range of musical opportunities at St John’s. Through listening, appraisal, 

composition, development and performance, pupils will be equipped with the skills necessary to become competent and creative musicians. Pupils will 

develop a sound knowledge of different musical genres, the skills to play along with songs and compose their own melodies and rhythms, and appreciate 

how music has changed throughout history. 

Developing Independence; a love of learning, meaningful relationships with subjects and others: The music curriculum and opportunities at St John’s will 

encourage pupils to explore their own musical ideas, pursue creative opportunities and develop a curiosity for the subject. Pupils are guided through well-

structured lessons to consistently listen, respond, and compare pieces of music from across history. Pupils will be able to make links and comparisons across 

genres and styles of music and participate in discussion and performance of these genres. 

Impact; Challenge and Mastery: Pupils will have opportunities to analyse, evaluate, compose and perform both by themselves and with others. Pupils will 

be able to listen to and recognise the beat in a piece of music from EYFS through to year 6. In EYFS, pupils will be able to sing nursery rhymes, clap along to 

beats, name and experiment with several instruments. In year 6, pupils are able to consider style and influences of music, improvise melodies, compose 

rhythms using notation and consider how music has changed throughout history. 

Promote enquiring minds and metacognition: The music curriculum is carefully sequenced to provide opportunities for frequent recall of key information, 

make comparisons across units and year groups, and use creativity to solve problems. Pupils are exposed to a vast breadth of composers throughout history 

using the chronologically-sequenced ‘composer of the week’ assembly which draws on knowledge across time periods, linking music to  historical periods, 

and providing children with opportunities to showcase their depth of understanding. 

A context for learning: Pupils are given a vast array of musical experiences at St John’s. All children are able to learn piano, guitar and recorder through 

peripatetic music teachers. All children in year 3 and 4 learn to play the glockenspiel using the Charanga scheme of lessons. Additionally, Berkshire 

- experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related 
dimensions of music. 

-appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded 
music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians.  
- develop an understanding of the history of music. 



Maestros, the school’s local music hub, provides recorder lessons to whole classes. St John’s has strong links with Reading University, hosting student music 

teachers who prepare our children to perform for an annual concert in Reading University Great Hall. St John’s also provides several music clubs open to all 

year groups, with the school choir performing at various school functions throughout the academic year. 

 

Implementation 

 St John’s has an unrelenting focus on embedding key skills and knowledge and this has been carefully sequenced into the music curriculum. The curriculum 
follows the Charanga scheme, endorsed by Berkshire Maestros, which covers a breadth of topics and genres across the year groups and allows for children 
to make links and recall information in every lesson. Each lesson is structured using interactive resources that guide the children through a piece of music, 
ask and answer questions about the style, influences and history of the music, respond to and improvise to the melody and rhythms, and compose and 
perform their own variations. To give all children a chronological and secure understanding of music history, weekly ‘composer of the week’ assemblies are 
held in class focusing on a diverse selection of history’s greatest composers. St John’s ethos as a church school is also implemented in our music curriculum, 
with children learning an abundance of hymns and religious songs. Children gather weekly in the school church to sing and perform both modern and classic 
hymns together. To assess music, teachers use high quality questioning during music lessons to gage children’s understanding of the topic, their ability to 
make links between pieces of music, and their performance skills in end of unit performances each half term. 
 

Impact 

  
Pupils can talk about styles of music and the features and influences of these styles. Pupils can make explicit links and connections between pieces of music 

that they listen to and appraise. Pupils are excited about composition and performance, exploring instruments and ideas and performing to their peers, 

classes, friends and family. They like to share additional facts about composers, making links with their historical understanding and how music has changed 

over time.  Pupils understand the value of learning about music and how it can benefit not only their success as a performer, but the benefits to their mental 

wellbeing, their ability to express themselves and how exploring and using creativity in music creates well-rounded and confident learners who can 

overcome challenges and work both independently and as a St John’s family. 

 

At ST John’s we follow the Charanga Scheme  





Knowledge, Skills and Vocabulary  

 



Year 1 Pulse, rhythm, pitch, rap, improvise, compose, melody, bass guitar, drums, decks, perform, singers, keyboard, percussion, trumpets, saxophones, 

Blues, Baroque, Latin, Irish Folk, Funk, pulse, rhythm, pitch, groove, audience, imagination. 

 



Year 2 Keyboard, drums, bass, electric guitar, saxophone, trumpet, pulse, rhythm, pitch, improvise, compose, audience, question and answer, melody, 

dynamics, tempo, perform/performance, audience, rap, Reggae, glockenspiel. 

 



Year 3 intro/introduction, verse, chorus, improvise, compose, pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics, bass, drums, guitar, keyboard, synthesizer, hook, 

melody, texture, structure, electric guitar, organ, backing vocals, hook, riff, melody, Reggae, pentatonic scale, imagination, Disco 

 



Year 4 Keyboard, electric guitar, bass, drums, improvise, compose, melody, pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics, texture, structure, compose, improvise, 

hook, riff, melody, solo, pentatonic scale, unison, rhythm patterns, musical style, rapping, lyrics, choreography, digital/electronic sounds, turntables, 

synthesizers, by ear, notation, backing vocal, piano, organ, acoustic guitar, percussion, birdsong, civil rights, racism, equality. 

 



Year 5 Rock, bridge, backbeat, amplifier, chorus, bridge, riff, hook, improvise, compose, appraising, Bossa Nova, syncopation, structure, Swing, tune/head, 

note values, note names, Big bands, pulse, rhythm, solo, ballad, verse, interlude, tag ending, strings, piano, guitar, bass, drums, melody, cover, Old-school 

Hip Hop, Rap, riff, synthesizer, deck, backing loops, Funk, scratching, unison, melody, cover, pitch, tempo, dynamics, timbre, texture, Soul, groove, riff, bass 

line, brass section, harmony, melody. 

 



Year 6 style indicators, melody, compose, improvise, cover, pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics, timbre, texture, structure, dimensions of music, Neo 

Soul, producer, groove, Motown, hook, riff, solo, Blues, Jazz, improvise/improvisation, by ear, melody, riff, solo, ostinato, phrases, unison, Urban Gospel, 

civil rights, gender equality, unison, harmony. 

 


