
Year 1 Phonics Screening 

Check & Read Write Inc.



What is the Phonics Screening Check?

▪All Year 1 children sit the screening check in 

June each year.

▪Children are given 40 words to decode and read.

▪These 40 words include real and ‘alien’ words.

▪Children must identify the sounds in the word 

and blend them together accurately.

▪In previous years, the pass mark has been 32/40



Alien Words Real Words



▪ Children are successful if they 

know all of the sounds and their 

alternative graphemes (spellings).

▪ We use a systematic scheme of 

phonics called Read Write Inc.

▪ Read Write Inc. begins in 

Reception and continues through 

to the end of Year 1, teaching each 

of these sounds throughout the 2 

years until they are fluent.



▪ Read Write Inc. tailors to your                

child’s reading ability.

▪ Children are grouped according                     

to  their ability to allow them             to 

make accelerated progress in   

reading.

▪ Each book teaches the children to 

read a specific sound, including all the 

sounds taught previously.

▪ Children should be able to read these 

books independently as they are 

studied in school during the week.

▪ These books are the biggest focus in 

Year 1 as they consolidate the phonics 

they have been taught in school and 

ensures they make good progress.



Assessment

▪ All children are assessed every half term (if not more 

regularly) to track their reading progress.

▪ Children move through the colours, each getting more 

complex and challenging.

▪ Rest assured, if you child is not making good progress 

through the scheme, you will be informed in due course. We 

take appropriate steps to support your child so that they are 

ready and confident to sit the check in June.



Book Bag Books
▪ Your children will be bringing home 2 different books:

Read Write Inc Story 

Book they have been 

learning in school –

this must be read 

independently and 

with fluency

A new Read Write Inc

Book Bag Book (from 

January) that is precisely 

matched to their reading 

stage – not seen before 

but will need to be read 

independently.

This will be recorded in 

the Reading Record. 



Building Fluency

▪ Regular reading at home will reinforce what has been taught 
in school and will help to build their fluency. 

▪ Encourage them to read with more expression. This will help 
them to move away from sounding ‘robotic’ when they are 
reading.

▪ Help them to create a love of reading – if they see you 
valuing and enjoying reading, they will too!

▪ Model good reading to your children – show them how to 
read like a ‘story teller’. You may choose to read sections of 
the story to demonstrate, or read them a different story at 
bedtime. 

▪ Re-reading pages/stories is good practice too. Now that they 
have decoded all the words on the page, there are no words 
left unknown and can re-read at a greater speed.

▪ Reassure them that they can use their phonics chart to help 
them decode more challenging words!



Fluent Readers
▪ Do they react appropriately to punctuation marks: exclamations, 

questions, speech and full stops? Do they use correct intonation 
in the voice to show they have understood these?

▪ Can they answer questions about the story? Making inferences, 
predictions and finding evidence of these in the text builds their 
reading comprehension.

▪ Use the questions at the back of the book as a guide to 
challenge your children further. 

▪ Most importantly – encourage a love of reading! If you value 
reading, your children will too!




